Fancy Dress – A Colourful Success

The main streets of Llanidloes were filled with colour on Friday evening as people from all over Mid Wales descended upon the town to enjoy the atmosphere of the annual Fancy Dress Street Party. The organisers have declared themselves delighted with the success of the evening and see the good turnout and the generosity of those participating as proof positive of the continuing popularity of the event.

Nick Venti, who along with Peter Rees (Benji) forms the core of the team responsible for organising the event, commented, “There was a lot at stake on Friday. In the run up to the event we had to deal with a lot of negativity about how the Fancy Dress has changed and how it’s not for local people anymore, and of course we had all the problems surrounding whether we could put on a dance on the Gro car park to raise the funds necessary to meet the costs of putting all the various arrangements in place. I am glad to be able to report that thanks to the support of those attending the event, we raised £3,000 in donations, which has both covered those costs and will ensure that the event continues. We put up notices at the entrance points to the streets with the simple message that ‘£1 on Entry Saves the Fancy Dress’ and those coming in rose to the challenge wonderfully; basically, job done.

Doing his bit to raise the required funds at one of the entry points to the town’s main street was Steve Barrett, who described his experience of the night in glowing terms: Collecting money has never been such fun. People were slapping me on the back and thanking me for taking their money. The event just meant that much to them. One bunch of hairy men in tights and leotards kept giving me more money each time they passed. I tried to explain that once was enough but they insisted saying: "We'll keep on giving money too. It's for Llani and we love it." It was amazing. People were asked for a pound but so many insisted on stuffing notes into the box. One man said to me: "If they cancel it I shall still turn up the first Friday in July in fancy dress, even if I'm the only one. This is just too good to lose."

Nick continued, “In addition to the donations, I was particularly gratified that so many people went to the effort of dressing up; and not only that, but put a great deal of thought and effort into their costumes. To my mind, this gives the lie to the claims we hear that the Fancy Dress is not like it used to be, or that the event is just a nuisance. We had a good 5,000 people in Llanidloes on Friday night, getting on for double the normal population of the town. They were enjoying themselves and making the place buzz with a vitality that at other times can be sadly lacking. Sure, it is not for everyone, and we try to ensure that the nuisance for residents living on or around the main streets of the town is keep to a minimum – but I think the majority of people in Llanidloes recognise and agree that this one night in the year is still special, that it’s still unique in the atmosphere it engenders and, what’s more, that it is also gives a welcome boost to the local economy.”

The range of colourful costumes on the night varied from the traditional to the quirky, with Medieval gowns rubbing shoulders with headless chickens and the surreal goldfish in a bowl that won first prize in the best single adult category of the judging that took place in front of the Town Hall. The new Mayor and Mayoress, David and Eryl Jones were on hand to pick the winning entries, assisted by long term supporters of the event, local MP and AM Lembit Opik and Mike Bates. 

Speaking of the assistance he has received in putting on the Fancy Dress, Nick Venti continued, “Benji and I are very grateful to everyone who assisted with the running of the event, from the many stewards who give their time free into the small hours of the morning, the bands who played on Longbridge Street and to all those who rallied round to make sure that we had enough people taking donations. They are too many to name individually, but I must give a special word of thanks to Rose Brakewell, a one women fund raising machine who alone gathered in over £1200 in donations. The St John’s Ambulance teams were brilliant, as ever, and I would also like to thank Sergeant Gerry Owen and the Police officers who attended the event. I believe that working hand in hand with the Police before, during and after the event has helped us manage the Fancy Dress in a way that contributes towards the good atmosphere that was so evident on the night.”

But Nick added, “I have been critical of the lack of local political will to see the event succeed in recent weeks. I hope my remarks have not been misinterpreted. I have no beef with anybody at the County Council concerning the problems finding a venue for the dance, indeed I would say that the employees of Powys I have dealt with have been uniformly helpful. I have no real problem with the Town Council either. Our problems arose from the closure of the Community Centre, but that is a separate issue and otherwise the Council has been as fully supportive as they could be. But there are one or two people in Llanidloes in positions of influence who could really do with taking a look at themselves and their behaviour over the last couple of weeks; people who may well have had legitimate concerns about what we were planning to do at the Gro, but in that case, surely, you would think that they would contact either Benji or myself to discuss the situation, so that we could seek to address those concerns, rather than using a position of influence to throw obstacles in the way of an event which is so manifestly popular and very much supported by the majority of people in Llanidloes.” 

