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Press Release

Visitor Information Centre forced to close

The Visitor Information Centre set up on Longbridge Street in Llanidloes is having to close after only five months in operation. The centre was opened by local regeneration group L.L.A.N.I. Ltd in order to supplement the level of tourist information services being offered at the town’s library, but difficulties in developing the funding streams needed to support the enterprise are forcing the group to pull out of the Longbridge Street premises. 
The group’s Project Officer, Nick Venti, explained, “We said when we set up the Information Centre that we were embarking on an experiment. The funding for the project was a mix of European grant and income generation from a range of goods and services that we were hoping to provide from the Centre. Sales have not been as good as we hoped due to the bad weather, which has certainly impacted on visitor numbers to the area; but the primary reason for the closure relates to our inability to provide a number of services that we had contracted to deliver.”

The services in question relate to promotional activity for the Penybanc Woods Log Cabin development on the outskirts of town, which received planning permission at the end of last year. 
Nick continued, “The delay imposed on the development resulting from the decision of the Welsh Assembly Government to hold a public enquiry into the declassification of the access road to the site, make it impossible for any promotion of the log cabins to take place. For us it’s a simple equation: no money coming in from the provision of services means not enough income to cover the rent on the Information Centre. We need to close now in order to minimise any loss from the project. It’s a very frustrating situation. L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is doing everything it can to promote the Llanidloes area as a visitor destination and it has always been supportive of the log cabin development, which we believe will provide much needed additional bed space and income generation opportunities for local businesses.”

Though closing the Longbridge Street office, L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is exploring the possibility of continuing to deliver the tourism information services offered at the Information Centre at another venue. “We are reluctant to abandon the project entirely and lose an enthusiastic member of staff,” Nick commented, “so we are reviewing the financial position and examining potential shared alternative venues from which we can continue to deliver the Information Centre project as a matter of urgency.” 

The closure of the Information Centre also affects local taxi firm P & C Taxis, who rented office space from L.L.A.N.I. Ltd at the Information Centre. The centre also acts as a booking point for local accommodation options, so the impact of the closure is likely to have a knock on affect with the local tourism trade.

For further information concerning Pen y Banc Woods Log Cabin development please call Edward Hamer: 07770922664
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