Llanidloes Fancy Dress – Press Release
After the on / off uncertainty of last year, the Llanidloes Fancy Dress is back as a firm date in the diary of fun lovers everywhere. Friday 7th July will see revellers in all sorts of outlandish costume take to the streets of Mid Wales’ friendliest town for a evening of entertainment that promises to be the best Fancy Dress in years.
More entertainment has been lined up this year with generous sponsorship by local business Benji & Co Ltd,. The popular judging of costumes returns, with local MP Lembit Opik presiding over the judging panel, while a stage area in Long Bridge Street will host a number of local bands performing to possibly the largest audience they are ever likely to attract this side of stardom. The Great Oak Café will be playing dance music onto the street, while the traditional Fancy Dress Dance at the Community Centre will continue the fun into the small hours of the morning. At the United Services Club, there is also an opportunity to hear up and coming Cardiff based band Stadler and Waldorf play live.
A spokesperson for the organiser’s explained, “Last year we could only really take care of the safety side of the Fancy Dress. When you have in excess of 6,000 people on the streets of the town enjoying themselves, you need to put measures in place to ensure that they can’t hurt themselves or cause inadvertent nuisance to others. 
“This year we are keen to go beyond just ensuring safety; we want to have plenty going on for people to enjoy and take part in. To our mind, the Fancy Dress is a chance to express your creative side through dressing up, to take a night off from straight laced reality, let your hair down and have fun. And fun for all ages. I remember the wide eyed enjoyment of the costumes and the antics when I was a child, and by putting on the judging of costumes again and providing opportunities for local bands, some of whom are young lads with quite a local following, we are trying to create the conditions that can allow all sections of the audience, young and old, to really enjoy the unique, one night in the year, experience that is Llanidloes Fancy Dress”
Though keen to talk up the fun element of the evening, the organisers are aware of the problems that can attend events such as the Fancy Dress. 
“We all know that one of the key ingredients in a night out anywhere these days is drink, and lots of it. The vast majority of people are sensible, and we have enough stewards in place, backed up by the Police, to ensure that any silliness is kept to a minimum. But we are particularly keen to ensure the safety of the younger people in the crowd, and this is why we prohibit the bringing of glass bottles onto the streets and why the pubs and clubs will all be running a strict proof of age scheme. We as the organisers, and the publicans of the town, are all aware of our responsibilities, and we would urge all those attending the event to be sensible in what they drink and not to buy alcohol for those who are underage. Basically, we have done our bit in putting on the event; all we ask is that those attending do theirs, both by making the effort to dress up and by behaving responsibly on the night”
The street closures for the Fancy Dress will be in operation from 6pm, with the bands starting to perform at 7pm. Judging will take place on Great Oak Street from just after 7pm. Entertainment on the street will cease at midnight, while the Fancy Dress Dance in the Community Centre will run from 9pm to 1.30am. Entry is £5 on the door.

For further information, see the Events Page of the Llanidloes web site at www.llanidloes.com
