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Public Art for Llanidloes
Richard Dix from L.L.A.N.I. Ltd, the community regeneration group in Llanidloes, has announced plans for public art in the town following confirmation of a successful funding bid to the Welsh Assembly Government’s Environmental Improvement Scheme.

Richard said ‘We have had to go through a long process in claiming the money for Public Art, and this has at times proved frustrating for us, and for the local artists who submitted proposals back at the beginning of 2006, but now we are near to seeing the fruition of their, and our own hard work.’

The idea to develop public art works grew out of the proposal for streetscape enhancements, which formed part of the town’s Regeneration Plan launched in 2004. In recent years Llanidloes has seen hard landscaping undertaken by the county council, with new paving slabs laid, heritage lighting columns introduced and a general improvement of the built environment. The art work will add a further element of interest to the town’s street scene, as well as embellishing the Severn Porte area and the approaches to the town from the by-pass. The list of chosen artwork includes a dragon trail, (plaques featuring different dragon motifs that will be attached to buildings and other structures around the town for visitors and children to seek out), a mosaic at Severn Porte, standing stones, also at Severn Porte and at the southern entrance to Llanidloes, and a sculpture of Sabrina (the nymph said to reside in the waters of the Severn). In addition, local school children are also being asked to contribute design ideas for Learning Trees, relief carved wooden sculptures along the lines of Trajan’s Column at Rome, that tell a story as the carving spirals up the ‘tree’. 

Richard said ‘Following discussions with the Town Council, applications for the art works have now been submitted to Powys County Council and we are waiting for planning permission. All being well, the first phase of the project should be completed by late Spring.’

Though not part of the present round of public art works, L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is also developing an idea for Dragon design ‘gateway features’ at the new roundabout and entrance to Llanidloes created as part of the regeneration measures for the town. The company is also in the process of getting new tourism information signage and fingerposts erected as part of the general push to improve the appearance and accessibility of the town.
L.L.A.N.I. Ltd is supported by the Welsh Assembly Government and through European Structural funds.
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