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Church looking forward to Happy New Year

St Michael’s Parish Church in Trefeglwys is looking forward to a happy New Year after receiving the welcome news of having secured funding to convert the old vestry of the church into a new meeting room for the local community. The Parochial Church Council has been maturing plans to safeguard the future of their historic church for some time, and the new community room is just one of a number of projects aimed at improving both the access of the community to the building and the comfort of parishioners. A great deal of fundraising activity has already gone on in the local community, and this has been boosted by learning that the required funding for the new community meeting room and a disabled toilet has been secured.

The Parish Council has been assisted in getting the funding for the room together by local regeneration group L.L.A.N.I. Ltd, who approached both Potter’s Waste Management and Powys County Council on their behalf. Nick Venti, the company’s project officer explained, “As a registered Environmental Body, L.L.A.N.I. Ltd was able to draw down funding for the project from the Landfill Communities Fund. This is money that is available from landfill operators, such as Potter’s, for community projects, such as that proposed by St Michael’s, that fall within a ten mile radius of the landfill site. Effectively, the money will be spent on renovating a local amenity that will be available for use by the local community as a meeting room. The Parish Council having consulted locally and found there is a need for such a space, and that it won’t detract from the use made of the very successful Village Hall in Trefeglwys, we were happy to become involved with the project. Having secured assistance from the Landfill Communities Fund, we next applied to Powys County Council’s Community Enablement Fund to match fund the money made available by Potter’s, and we have just learnt that our application has been successful. The funding is now in place to carry out the necessary renovations and we will be supervising the implementation of the project in the New Year.”

Speaking on behalf of St Michael’s, the Reverend Lynda Cowan commented “The local community has been fantastic in the support they have given to our fund raising projects over the last year and with the support of L.L.A.N.I. Ltd we will now be able to start the refurbishment process! We really are grateful to Nick Venti for his help and everyone who has contributed so generously to the project!” 
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